". . . tragic result of millions of ill-fed, illhoused, ill-educated and discontented young sters and the almost ten million under the age of 25 in need of special help." The Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry criticizes the Joint Commission report on several counts: failure to investigate the antichild attitudes abounding in society, which have been responsible for the lack of develop ment of adequate mental health resources for children; neglect of the professional is sues and impediments to the realization of mental health programming; relegation of clinical matters to only one chapter of the report; lack of analysis of the political im plications of its advocacy recommendations and, above all, ". . . that in striving to ex press a view on everything it has lost sight of necessary emphasis on the most cogent." In the estimation of the committee, the most cogent is the contemporaneous development of prevention and treatment programs as a first priority, and it urges that this should not be delayed until the underlying political and social problems have been solved.
Mental Health of Adolescents and Young
Persons is a beautifully written, beautifully balanced review, in which the social, educa tional, vocational, psychological and pharma cological aspects of the adolescent period, problems and programs are all carefully con sidered -even a panel of young people were asked their opinion. The report con cludes, as did the Joint Commission report, that ". . . the psychological needs of ad olescents and young adults are largely ig nored, save perhaps where their own specific symptomatology, be it drug dependence or so-called juvenile delinquency, forces au thority to make some special provision." It recommends a reorientation towards preven tion, a more flexible, less isolated role for the psychiatric team, and "... a far more in tense commitment to the community, its in stitutions, and its problems." It emphasizes the need for more training for people work ing on the front-line with youth, and finally the need to give youth a social function. "It is wrong nowadays to conceive of youth as simply a period of transition into adult so ciety, as a protected phase in life before the assumption of full social responsibility. Youth itself is a resource of the community, and should be involved as an active partici pant rather than a passive recipient in any process of organization which seeks to mobilize its full potential."
In summary, and inevitably over-simpli fying, it might be said that: the Joint Com mission report emphasizes social ills and a socio-political solution; the GAP Commit tee report emphasizes psychiatric aspects and recommends a preventive and treatment so lution; while Mental Health of Adolescents and Young Persons recognizes that ". . . the expression of a disorder of function is multi dimensional, the cause multi-factorial and the treatment multi-disciplinary." The first three chapters concentrate on a relatively few well-known drugs. The anti psychotics are represented by the pheno thiazines, reserpine and the butyrophenones, while lithium, the monamine oxidase in hibitors and the tricyclic antidepressants are described as typical antidepressant drugs. From the group of drugs having tranquillizing properties only meprobamate and the ben zodiazepines are dealt with in any detail. In contrast, the final chapter dealing with hallu cinogenic drugs describes a large number of compounds reported to produce psy chotomimetic effects.
Although this book is a useful account of some aspects of neuropharmacology, it does not attempt to provide a well-balanced ac count of the whole subject. This is particu larly true of the hallucinogenic drugs which receive far more attention than is warranted by their importance in this field.
In short, this book will be mainly useful as supplementary reading in neuropharma cology for many courses in the biological sciences.
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